
The American Pageant Chapter 32 Reading Questions 
Vocabulary 
Brain Trust 
New Deal 
Hundred Days 
Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
National Recovery Administration (NRA) 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA) 
Dust Bowl 
Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
Social Security Act 
Wagner Act 
Fair Labor Standards Act 
Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) 
Court-packing plan 
Keynesianism 
 
Reading Questions 

1. Describe the history of Franklin D. and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
2. What is the Brain Trust, and how do they factor into the New Deal? 
3. ***Using Tables 32.1 and 32.2 as a guide, describe each of the major pieces of New Deal legislation in 

the reading, and explain how each one is designed to address one of the “Three Rs”. (If the legislation 
appears in the chart and the reading, it is important to know it.)  (This question goes throughout the 
entire chapter, so if you print this off, leave lots of room or just attach another page or two.)*** 

4. Why is the “Hundred Days” so significant? 
5. What is the significance of the Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act? 
6. Why does FDR believe inflation will help the economy? 
7. Why is the Civilian Conservation Corps hopeful during the New Deal? 
8. Describe the efforts of FERA for the unemployed, and the AAA and HOLC to help those at risk of losing 

their homes. 
9. How do people like Father Charles Coughlin and Huey Long capitalize on the suffering of the Great 

Depression?  What were their ideas? 
10. What gains for women are made during the Great Depression politically, in social science, and in 

literature? 
11. What are the three groups the National Recovery Administration is designed to help?  How does it go 

about helping these groups? 
12. Describe the Schechter, or sick chicken, decision in the Supreme Court. 
13. Describe the life of the Agricultural Adjustment Act.  What is designed to do, what happens to it in 1936, 

and how does it change in 1938? 
14. Explain the Dust Bowl and how it changed the United States. 
15. What is the purpose of the Federal Securities Act? 
16. How does the Tennessee Valley Authority transform the United States with its projects? 
17. What are the specific groups the Social Security Act is aimed to help? 
18. What is the significance of the Wagner Act?  What does it create to help the labor movement? 
19. Who is John L. Lewis, and why is his creation of the Congress of Industrial Organizations significant?  What 

does the CIO do? 
20. What are the different parts of the Fair Labor Standards Act? 
21. In the 1936 election, who dares to run against FDR?  What is the result of the election? 
22. Why do FDR and the Supreme Court have friction during his first five years as president?  What does FDR 

propose to deal with this friction? 
23. How is the conflict between FDR and the Supreme Court resolved?  What is the ultimate result of FDR’s 

attempt to alter the Supreme Court? 



24. What happens to the economy in 1937?  How does this change FDR’s approach to the Great Depression? 
25. What is the significance of the Hatch Act? 
26. What are the criticisms of the New Deal outlined in the section called “New Deal or Raw Deal?” 
27. In the section called “FDR’s Balance Sheet”, how does the text suggest FDR’s New Deal should be viewed? 


